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From the Great Southern Rail Trail.  February 2017   Photo by Graeme Rowe 

 

Inside this Newsletter: 

 

2017 program and other events & news 

including : 

Results of the AGM 

Plans for September weekend away in the 

goldfields area of Central Victoria. 

Vale Graeme Desmond Tuff (Tuffy) 

A possible new initiative for rare plants 

 

Twenty-three people attended our Twilight 

Picnic and walk to the Black Spur Creek 

Wetlands. In Graeme’s photo from the most 

easterly rail trail trestle bridge can be seen the 

Tarwin River West Branch in left foreground, 

its meandering course through the  

middle ground, a flood plain in the foreground 

and steep valley wall in  

the distance. See Graeme Rowe’s article on 

the geomorphology inside this newsletter . 
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AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY 

SOUTH GIPPSLAND GROUP        

For club enquiries:  President  5674 2864 or Secretary  5659 8187 

Program for 2017 
 

 

Wednesday April 12
th

 : 7.30 pm Uniting Church, 16 Peart Street, 

LEONGATHA 
“Revegetation – Heart Morass and Black Spur Creek Wetlands” Matt Bowler, Project 

Delivery Team Leader, West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority. 

 

Wednesday May 10
th

 : 7.30 pm Uniting Church, 16 Peart Street, 

LEONGATHA 
"Gardening for Wildlife using Australian natives" Amy Akers, Australian Plant Enthusiast, 

Horticulturalist. More information in this newsletter – email your seed orders for Amy to 

bring on the night. 

 

Wednesday June 14
th

 : 7.30 pm Uniting Church, 16 Peart Street, 

LEONGATHA 
“Gardens, Gardeners and APS Vic” Chris Long, President, APS Victoria 

 

July and August activities to be confirmed. 

 

Friday September 15
th

 and Saturday September 16
th

 : Weekend away in 

Central Victoria goldfields area. More details inside this newsletter.  
 

 

South Gippsland Native Plant Sale and Flower Show 

 

Friday 13
th

  October: preparation 12 pm onwards 

Saturday 14
th

 & Sunday 15
th

 October: 10am to 4pm 

4 pm Sunday 15
th
 October clean up 

 

South Gippsland Historical Automobile Club Pavilion 

Leongatha Recreation Reserve 

Co-ordinator: Coral Hughes 5664 2221 

 
 

Whenever possible, this newsletter is printed on 100% recycled paper. The opinions expressed in the articles 

appearing in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Australian Plants Society South Gippsland 

Group Inc. The Editor reserves the right to delete where necessary any section of an article, which has been sent for 

publication in the newsletter. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily imply endorsement of products or 

associated companies or individuals by the Australian Plants Society South Gippsland Group Inc. 
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Annual General Meeting 

 

In the absence of other nominations, all office 

bearers were re-elected at the 8th March AGM. 

(See President’s report in our February 

newsletter). 

 

Thanks to everyone’s creative and hard work 

at our Annual Native Plant Sale and Flower 

Show, Treasurer Pat Emms reported an 

ongoing healthy bank balance which provides 

scope for supporting appropriate and 

worthwhile community projects. Ideas 

welcome. 

 

Planning for the next Flower Show is 

underway. 

 

Welcome to new members 

 

It was lovely to meet new members, Jenny and 

Paul Sierakowski, who joined us for our 

Koonwarra Twilight Picnic and walk. We wish 

them all the best with their new home and hope 

they enjoy our South Gippsland APS activities. 

 

Notes from our March Meeting 

 

Several of our members, including our 

president, are currently addressing health 

issues and we extend warm greetings and our 

very best wishes to all. We look forward to 

having everyone back on deck. 

 

Megan Hewett stimulated much interest and 

discussion with her presentation on “Native 

Plants for Bees”. Megan has promised to 

provide a full article based on her presentation 

in a future newsletter.  

 

The Leongatha Hospital Garden, funded by us, 

is looking excellent. 

 

South Gippsland Shire is asking for ideas for 

Leongatha street trees and our town members 

will prepare a response. 

 

The South Gippsland Shire also called for 

community input into the Leongatha Railway 

Site Future. As this was between our meetings 

and with a short time line, I wrote to alert them 

of APS’s interest in retaining and landscaping 

with native plants. The input was appreciated 

and there will be further opportunity for APS 

to be consulted. 

 

Amy Akers, our May speaker on  

“Gardening for Wildlife using Australian 

native plants” 

 

Amy is an Australian native plant enthusiast 

who originally spent ten years working in 

personal injury law, before completing a 

Bachelor of Science with a major in Ecology 

and Environmental management due to her 

passion for the environment. She now works in 

the horticultural industry where she enjoys the 

excuse to spend time with plants every day, 

 

Amy devotes much of her spare time 

volunteering for the Friends of the Royal 

Botanic Gardens Cranbourne, where she is 

currently one of the Vice Presidents, social 

media coordinator and member of the 

Activities Subcommittee. Previously she spent 

several years as a volunteer Garden 

Ambassador for the Cranbourne Gardens. She 

is also a member of Birdlife Australia. Her 

hobbies include nature photography, 

sustainability and spending time in the garden 

and local bushland. 

 

NB. Amy has just taken over as Seed Bank 

Curator for APS Vic so she will include that 

subject in her talk. And if anyone wants any 

seeds from the Seed Bank dropped off, they 

can put in pre-orders via email and she can 

bring them along with her to our May 

meeting.  

apsvicseedbank@gmail.com 
 

APS South Gippsland  

2017 Weekend ADVENTURE 

By Diane Garner 

 

 The weekend away is planned for Friday 15th 

September and Saturday 16th September 2017 

Some preliminary ideas and research have 

been completed to fill a weekend itinerary for 

the goldfields area of Central Victoria which 

offers vastly different plant growing conditions 

to those that we know in South West 

Gippsland. 
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Initial contact with the APS Bendigo group has 

great promise of visit/s to some members' 

private gardens, use of a locally researched 

'mud map' of Whipstick Forest Park, 

opportunity to visit the Goldfields revegetation 

plant nursery at Mandurang, and maybe some 

free time to explore the Botanic Gardens of 

Castlemaine and Bendigo at leisure.  

 

Accommodation: 

Proposal to stay at Big4 Castlemaine Gardens 

Holiday Park. A variety of cabins are available 

to choose from.  

Bookings will be confirmed differently this 

year. I am discussing with the management for 

a 'special' rate and for all bookings to be made 

by participating individuals direct to the 

Holiday Park with individual payment made 

direct as they advise. 

The cabins at Big4 Castlemaine Gardens 

Holiday Park have a different configuration to 

those used last year in Bacchus March. I highly 

recommend that attendees search online for the 

cabin differences the Holiday park offers. 

Staying in the Holiday Park also allows APS 

members the choice to use their own caravan 

for accommodation. 

The facilities here include an outdoor BBQ 

with picnic seating and a camp kitchen with 

wood heater and indoor picnic seating. The 

usual friday night meeting over a BBQ dinner 

will be very comfortable for our group. 

Dinner Saturday night in Castlemaine has a 

couple of choices for a local Pub with Bistro 

meals. 

Cabin facilities permit the option of preparing 

breakfast and picnic lunches. 

Stay tuned for more information over the next 

few months. 

Any queries, suggestions or ideas for this 

weekend away can be emailed to Diane Garner 

diane@righton.com.au or phone/ sms 

0490070103.  (I will be away for a few weeks, 

so may not be able to reply until early May) 

 

Vale Graeme Desmond Tuff (Tuffy) 

05.11.1942 – 26.02.2017 

 

 Graeme was born in Melbourne, completed 

his primary and secondary education, and 

subsequently achieve a Diploma of 

Horticulture at Burnley College. 

 

 He worked at the Natural Resources 

Conservation League before his family moved 

to Leongatha where he purchased a nursery in 

Ogilvy Street. 

 

Thus began a long association with gardening, 

plants and people, all of which he loved. After 

many years he retired from retail and worked 

at "The Prom", was gardener at the Leongatha 

Hospital and held positions at nurseries in 

Wonthaggi and Korumburra. There are many 

stories of jokes, practical and otherwise. 

 

Generous to a fault, most of his customers at 

some stage would have received a free plant on 

the basis that it "needed someone to love it." 

Many house calls were made after work and on 

Sundays, to advise on a sick plant or prune an 

unruly one. His generosity extended to regular 

visits to Kooraman House, where he would tell 

jokes and make pikelets for the residents. He 

loved to cook and produced dozens of yoyo's 

to give away at Christmas time. 

 

On a trip to New Guinea to visit his fathers war 

grave, he befriended a young man who he 

eventually supported through business college. 

He made many trips to New Guinea with 

clothing, books and cheap jewellery, often 

returning with only the clothes he was wearing.  

                        

Sadly Graeme lost a short battle with cancer on 

the 26/02/17. 

 

                                             We will miss him. 

Contributed by Jim Park. 

 

 

A possible new initiative to assist integrated 

conservation of rare plants. 

At a recent Garden Ambassador meeting at the 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Cranbourne, John 

Arnott, Manager, Horticulture, introduced us to 

mailto:diane@righton.com.au
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"Care for the Rare", a new project concept 

being developed by BGANZ (Botanic Gardens 

Australia and New Zealand). 

34% of Victoria's flora has conservation 

significance and 3.5% is poorly known. In this 

context, the project is exploring the feasibility 

of having a multi-site ex situ conservation 

collection for Victorian Regional Botanical 

Gardens. 

 

My understanding is this will be a five step 

process. 

1. An assessment of flora has been completed 

2. Assessment of gardens' capability and 

conditions 

3. Secure funding to propagate and produce 

4. Distribution 

5. Maintenance 

One thing I did notice was that the Strzelecki 

Bioregion was under-represented in having no 

Regional Botanic Garden. Chatting to John 

afterwards, I was pleased to hear that, at a 

recent Gippsland Parks Managers meeting,  

John had met with our South Gippsland Parks 

Manager and they are aware of BGANZ and 

indicated they would be interested in 

participating with BGANZ events in the future. 

Our group could follow this with interest and 
perhaps support any initiatives taken. NB This 

article was written from my rough notes & 

any mistakes are mine – Kate Walsh 

 

Black Spur Creek Wetland Update  

March 2017 

 

It’s great to see the Indigenous Designs crew 

(on behalf of the West Gippsland Catchment 

Management Authority) working at poisoning 

willows in the Black Spur Wetlands 

Confluence and the Apple Tree Wetlands.  

 

It’s also apparent The GSRT Committee has 

had the blackberries sprayed. This 

complements efforts on neighbouring private 

properties and provides a good base from 

which we can gradually implement our plan of 

replacing environmental weeds with 

indigenous vegetation.  

 

The trunks of the Strzelecki Gums have their 

late summer/autumn orange colouring, there 

are rusty seed pods on Sweet Bursaria, and 

Kangaroo Apple fruit are ripening. In the bush, 

Kangaroo Apple is a great coloniser of bare 

areas, providing a temporary and open canopy. 

Less pleasing, I saw a mass of what I assume 

were European Carp in the river, more 

noticeable now that water levels are down. 

 

We understand that a contractor for VicRoads 

will commence work on the South Gippsland 

Highway realignment in early to mid 2018 and 

subsequent offset requirements could 

complement and contribute to our plan for the 

wetlands.  

 

Letter to the editor: Continuing the Sweet 

Pittosporum discussion in our previous 

three newsletters. 

 

I admire all those who declare their love or 

admiration for the plant ecosystems which 

weeds impact on, however, I appeal to all to 

come to terms with our indigenous 

Pittosporum as a friend rather than a foe. It is 

our human development that encourages its 

regeneration & domination, so with further 

human development, will cause exotic plant 

introduction & environmental diversity. 

Over a long life experience living with weeds, 

since pioneer settlement, landowners & 

managers are reconciling the environmental 

values of Virtuous Weeds & their 

naturalization into our increasingly dynamic 

environments. 

 

Let us call a truce on the War on Weeds & 

reconcile the obsession we have with weeds, 

that Rachael Carson pleaded for decades ago. 

This fear & obsession against weeds is a form 

of fear & discrimination that never achieves 

the intended, long term objectives. 

 

Accept that our modern life style has created 

incredible & surprising social & environmental 

changes, therefore, we are simply wasting time 

& resources seeking to successfully defend 

what we regard as rare, delicate & unique plant 

species. In a dynamic environment, ground 

species only regenerate if the vegetation 

diversity allows. 

 

On a recent hike to the Prom, a pleasant 
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surprise was the wide range of Blueberry Ash, 

with similar environmental impact as the 

native Pittosporum. 

 

If we continue our irrational obsession adding 

indigenous plants to the weed list, it is proof of 

a knee jerk reaction & non acceptance of the 

incredible environmental impact of our human 

development. 

 

I thought our Flora & Fauna was protected by 

law, if we can randomly remove indigenous 

plants, maybe we can randomly justify the 

removal of the migrating bird & animal life, 

we don't like ? 

 

Remove a Pittosporum & what comes up in it's 

place, most likely a Noxious Weed. 

Historically, we are not winning the phony 

War on Weeds, what is the rational for adding 

to the list ? 

 

Our indigenous Pittosporum Undulatum is a 

Virtuous Weed & friend, it defends against a 

growing number of Exotic Weeds. 

Every plant & animal, given the ability, will 

defend itself against other species ! 

 

Thankyou, Dick Lester 6/2/2017 

 

Editor’s Note: I recently emailed the StopPitt 

Program to see if there were any more recent 

research results on this topic for South 

Gippsland. So far, I haven’t accessed any but, 

in replying, the Program Manager emailed: 

 

“I have been undertaking Blackberry related 

project work in that part of the world over the 

summer. Now my eyes are tuned in more-so to 

Pittosporum , I have been a little shocked at 

how much there is out there (particularly in the 

Meeniyan and Foster areas) in-fact I have 

mentioned to Ben a couple of times that it is 
significantly spreading its wings into new areas 

in South Gippy. Many of the landholders I 

speak to claim that a 'rush' of new Pittos 

popped up around 6-8 years ago to join the 

mature specimens that have been around for 

15-25 years (who knows ?). On some farms I 

visit around Toora there are little clusters about 

12 months old all popping up, even in open 

paddocks.” 

Matthew Stephenson StopPitt Program 

Manager  26/3/2017  

StopPitt. Community Weed Alliance of the 

Dandenongs 

http://www.stoppitt.org.au/index.html 

 

Another website relevant to this topic is: 

Australian Native Plant Society Australia 

http://anpsa.org.au/p-und.html 

 

 

SHOWS, CONFERENCES, PLANT 

SALES  

AND OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 2017 

 

22 April (note one day only) APS Geelong 

Plant Sale. 8.30 am to 5.30 pm. ‘Wirrawilla’, 

40 Lovely Banks Road, Lovely Banks. 

 

29 April APS Mornington Peninsula. 10.00 am 

to 3.30 pm, at Seawinds, Arthurs Seat State 

Park, Purves Rd. (note date change – 9/1/17) 

 

29 April APS Yarra Yarra. 10.00 am to 4.00 

pm at Senior Citizens Centre, 903 Main Road, 

Eltham. 

 

6 May APS Melton & Bacchus Marsh Plant 

Sale, 9.00 am to 1.00 pm, Uniting Church Car 

Park, Bacchus Marsh. (Mel 333 J6)  This sale 

features genus hakea with large number of 

unusual species. A full list is available approx. 

one month prior to sale and pre-orders can be 

sent to the secretary, 

apsmeltonbacchus@gmail.com 

 

11 to 22 June 2017 – ANPSA 12 day Natural 

History Kimberley Camping Tour. From 

Kununurra to Broome. Contact Nicky Zanen, 

email nicky.zanen@hotmail.co.uk or phone 

0401975191 for details. 

 

4 to 9 July 2017 – Australasian Plant Society 

(UK) presence at 2017 RHS Hampton Court 

Palace Flower Show 

 

22 & 23 July - Cranbourne Friends Royal 

Botanic Gardens Victoria Winter Plant Sale – 

10.00 am to 4.00 pm. (Mel 133 K10) 

 

http://www.stoppitt.org.au/index.html
http://anpsa.org.au/p-und.html
mailto:apsmeltonbacchus@gmail.com
mailto:nicky.zanen@hotmail.co.uk
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2 September APS Wilson Park Plant Sale, 

Wilson Botanic Park, Princes Highway, 

Berwick. 9 am to 4.00 pm 

 

2&3 September Bendigo Native Plants Group 

Flower Show, Rotary Gateway Park, 26 High 

Street, Kangaroo Flat.  

 

9 & 10 September APS Yarra Yarra Australian 

Plants Expo, Eltham Community & Reception 

Centre.  

 

7 & 8 October APS Grampians Group 

Pomonal Native Flower Show, Pomonal Hall. 

9.30 am to 5.00 pm.  

 

14 October – APS Mitchell Plant Expo and 

Sale. 

14 October – ANPS East Gippsland Spring 

Spectacular, Lucknow Hall 

 

14th & 15th October, 10am to 4pm. APS South 

Gippsland Native Plant and Flower Show. 

South Gippsland Historical Automobile Club 

Pavilion, Leongatha Recreation Reserve  

 

14 & 15 October – Wimmera Growers of 

Australian Plants part-take Horsham Spring 

Garden Festival. 

 

14 & 15 October - Cranbourne Friends Royal 

Botanic Gardens Victoria Spring Plant Sale – 

10.00 am to 4.00 pm. (Mel 133 K10) 

 

28 October – APS Echuca presents Native 

Flower Showcase at Echuca Uniting Church 

Hall from 9 am to 4 pm. Awesome display of 

Australian native plants of members of the 

Echuca Moama area. Plant sales, displays from 

Birds Australia, Landcare and Moama 

Botanical Gardens, and morning teas.  

 

12 to 20 January 2018 – ANPSA 2018 

Conference, Hobart. Pre and Post Conference 

tours to King Island and Tasmanian Alpine 

areas. To receive updates email 

asgapjan18@gmail.com.  

 

20 & 21 October 2018 – FJC Rogers Seminar 

– Goodeniaceae, co-ordinated by Wimmera 

Growers of Australian Plants and APS 

Grampians. Contact email 

fjcrogersseminar2018@gmail.com or Royce 

Raleigh, Chairman of FJC Rogers 

Goodeniaceae Seminar 2018 Committee. 

 

2017 Autumn Fungus Workshops and Forays 

From 9/4/17 to 11/6/17 various activities with 

Alison Pouliot, from Trentham to Gellibrand, 

Woodend to Bacchus Marsh, Neerim and 

Creswick. For more details visit 

http://alisonpouliot.com/projects_fungi_ecolog

y.php and book early or email 

alison@alisonpouliot.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Backhousia citriodora Lemon Myrtle, Family 

Myrtaceae. Royal Botanic Gardens, 

Cranbourne February 2017 

mailto:asgapjan18@gmail.com
mailto:fjcrogersseminar2018@gmail.com
http://alisonpouliot.com/projects_fungi_ecology.php
http://alisonpouliot.com/projects_fungi_ecology.php
mailto:alison@alisonpouliot.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APS South Gippsland 2016-2017 Committee 

 

President:         Jim Lyons                      Ph:  5674 2864     Mob:   0409 424 655 

 

Secretary:         Geoff Trease                  Ph:  5659 8187 

 

Treasurer:         Pat Emms                       Ph 5662 0302      

 

Membership:    Margaret McPherson      Ph:  5664 3238 

 

Editor:              Kate Walsh                      Ph:  5664 2214 Mob: 0409 418 223 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Help make this Newsletter as entertaining and informative as possible.  Your contributions of articles, photos or 

drawings, are much appreciated. 

 

Deadline for next newsletter: Tues. 29 March, 2011 

Australian Plants Society South Gippsland Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

                                                    Address Label 

 

 

 

 

 
Australian Plants Society South Gippsland Group,  170 Kardella-Fairbank Road, Kardella VIC 3951 

 

Next Activities: 
 

Wednesday April 12
th

 : 7.30 pm Uniting Church, 16 Peart Street, LEONGATHA 

“Revegetation – Heart Morass and Black Spur Creek Wetlands” Matt Bowler. 

 

Wednesday May 10
th

 : 7.30 pm Uniting Church, 16 Peart Street, LEONGATHA 

"Gardening for Wildlife using Australian natives" Amy Akers. Seed orders taken! 

 

Order your library books before the next meeting. Phone Julie-Anne and Geoff Trease, 03 

5659 8187 or Margaret Hook 0409 745 571.. 
Next newsletter deadline is 19/5/2017. Newsletter articles, letters, book reviews, drawings and photographs are 

very welcome. ed_ sgaps@hotmail.com or katewa20@gmail.com 

mailto:sgaps@hotmail.com

